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&3 an Historic Dlatrict, Yarthar, it should be uphm:zdb.th::. ig:u.

condition of the various StIuctuYes vary considerably. Forxr inetance:

1. The Mill has baen Altered (om original st b _
2. The Yesder Dam is Fitfr fas heor Eipal e 04 penatot,timer mll).

3. Most Loeks are Ruine; they are ramains of original constructiom,

bm!. N
A, The Restored Millvills Lock is ¥aly (cpezating), torad 1953,
S. The ¥aconstructed Aquedumet is Yﬂ'!""(cnwcripnal lig:’.

Thase, then, are tha reascus for checkd thaa

above DESCRIPTION, CCHDITION, * “§ mors one box in the
The Stata of Indisna holds titis to spproximately 15 miles of the &l

extending from the Lasursl Feeder Dem to Butter's Mm, Brookville.

The Csnal was built 26 faet wide at the Bottom and 40 feet wide at
warer surfacs. 7Ths watsr was four feet deep and the "towpath" was ten
fest wide. The "berm bank” om the opposita side of the canal from the
towpath vas fiva feat vide at the top. The slopes of embankment ware
t2 measurs 21 inches horizcatally to each 12 inches vartically,

Thers varas 7 feedsr dams in the Whitewatsr River, sud 56 canal locks
Viih & total fall of 490 fset, According to records (2) the fall was .
of the basic ressons the canal failed. Tha fall was said to ba 77.00
inches per mila, comparsd to the 8.80 inches per mile of the Wabash and
¥ris Canal in northern Indiana. The extensive fall resulted is damage |
sach time a flood ocenrved. In 1847 a fleod did $90,000 damage. Later
that year another flood did $110,000 estimated dsmage with 938:000
going uurepaired. (No. in ( ) indicates Rsferencs in Baction 9 ~
Bibliography)

At various times 1t seemad that the Canal nust ba abandonad. But
repairs and cperaticms werse continuad until 1853 when a thixd gTeat fload
practically put tha canal out of business., {3) (See Ko, 3 in Section N

About this time the western movement of railroad ecnstruction reached
Indiana. The towpath mads a ready grade for the iron hogge, gnd tha
financial — as well as physical condition of tha Canal, practically p
the trasportaticn phass of the Canal out of existence. The canal floux
then died with the bankruptey of the Canal Company and & Stats of Indd

When the Canal failad as a mesns of tranaportation, water rights
IR e Bary SRTA" A2 VEETPEL D Eraalig, frmplay ves ovemiied go

Thers were mumy mills srected along tha banks of the Canal sipce it
was constructed for thea DUAL PURPOSE OF NAVIGITION AND RYDRAULIC POWER.
Bestween Laurel and Brookvills and beyond, a nusber of mills were ersctad
to manufacturs flour and woolsn products, On the section of the Canal
built into Cincicuati, water was used to power some S0 "rung" of stcaes
A pair of burrstooss was considersd a "run". It was simpler and ext
less costly to maintain the cansl as a "mill race" than for trmpor::E
Canal locks neaed not be kept in repair. The four foot minimm depth w
nco-essential, Primarily a coatisucus head of vater was the prime ro-
quirsment. Under thess couditions the mills along the banks operatad
into tha 1920's,
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7. DESCRIPTION - Continued
Epentually the cost of maintaining the Canal as a "mill race” gTew pro-
bibi

the
and
retu

Five, and the development of competing means of power for the mills along
Fanal spelled doom for the Whitewater Canal. Lecks, banks, canal basins

stTuctures wers abandoned, Nature toock over and suitable areas were
med to farming,

About 1940 the idea of restoring a section of the Canal for historical and

an

the -

Stat

"snubb

Mill,

was ¢
washe
on ab

recreational purposes tock form. In 1945 the General Assembly approved an Act
which

Asso¢iation. These properties wer > A
ownexs in order t¢ consolidate a section some 15 miles lon

authorized the State to accept property from the Whitewater Canal

addition to real estate, the remains of abandoned locks, a Feeder Dam,
ueduct (in poor condition), and a mill of the vintage of 1900 were

accegted by the State to become Whitewater Canal State Memorial.

ong the structures. deeded to the State was the Metamora Reller Mill in
ttle town of Metamora. Two wllls preceeded it at Lock No. 25. The

finally caused its last cwners to reduce it to 2 stories. When the
took title to this mill it was repaired but not restored to its prior

presgnt mil) is 2 story brick, the remains of an earlier one of 3 stories.
Fire

activity,

One of the Locks, No. 24, called Millville Lock, was restored to operating
condiftion in 1953. It has been kept in repair and operation since that date,
being used occasionally to give canal boat riders the thrill and experience
of "passing through" a mid 19th Century Canal lock.
In 1949 the State reconstructed the large covered wooden Aqueduct over Duck
Creel in Metamora. The eriginal aqueduct was an open trough, however, it
washeC away in a floed in 1847, Subsequently it was rebuilt and tradition
Tecounts that the builder ingeniously acquired a covered bridge in its early
Stages of constrdction and erected it to meplace the open trough. At the time
of its acquisition by the State, the 1847 Aqueduct had deteriorated to the
point| where it could not be restored.
answer, hcowever, the original Burr arches of tulip tree lumber (called yellow
poplar in Indiana) were salvaged and re-employed. One relic of the past is a
corner post of the old Aqueduct showing grooves cut by tow lines as they were
bd along by tandem teams of horses or mules. They are a tangible reminder
of days gone by, .

Work is underway to restore grist mill operations at the Metamora Roller

Only complete reconstruction was the

produte corn and wheat products, .
In}1964, a gasoline engine (powered) camal boat with turbojet propulsion

ynstructed and launched. Except for one summer when the Feeder Dam

d out, the "Valley Belle" has provided thousands with a short excursion
¢ut a half-mile of the old waterway.

€ acquired by the Association from individual -
8, as indicated above.

|

T




Facn 10.3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(uly 1949) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

{Continuation Sheet)

X

STATE

INDIANA

CounNTY

FRANKLIN

EMTRY NUMDBE R } - TaTuo
+

FOR NP5 USE ONLY o

}
|

3

- — ) ]

—

{Number alt sniiddee)

!

8. SIGNIFICANCE - Continued

Probably one of the more significant influences of t

{and others) was {ts effect on the financial
The Whitewater had the backing of the State,
State in olvency follewed. A= g consequence,
nev Comstitution (1851) 4n which it forbade bo
certain rgencles, To this day the State of
you-go bgsis, rather unique among the 50 states

*

structure of the State of Indiana.
and when it went bankrupt, the
the General Assembly drafted a
nded indebtedness except for

Indiana proceeds on a pay-as-

he Whitewater Canal
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The Whitewater Valley was the gateway to the intsrior. Tha plioneers
of the late 18th sngd early 19th Centuries floated dowm the Ohio Rivey
Or cama overland from eastern atatag to cpen the territory north of the
Biver. They wera attracted to tha areg by the timber and fertila
valleys, WVater pover sites wers another prime attraction for the
- (*penilag of the area to settlers,
| The Whitewater Valley in the pioneer peridd w

az the most densgely
pettled srea in Indiana, and 1t furnished {mportant political leadership
_Aneluding 4 Governors and 3 u, 8. Senatorg, -

To start the Whitewater Canal project, a meetins was hald in Harrison
Ind.) 1n 1823, The U. 5. Engineers began thetir Survey in 1824, and
oustruction was begun at Brookville, September 13, 1836, The Canal

2% completed batween Brockville

1 and Lavranceburg in 1839; to Laurel {in
843; to Conneravilie in 1845; and ¢ Cambridge City in 1846,

The coat of the Canal free Hagerstowun through Cambridge City,
ersville, Laural, Hetamora, Brockville, Harrison, Elizabetht

9, to Lawrenceburg, Indima was $1,164,665. The total distan

wiles and the Average cost was 315,000 per mila,

Since the Lawrenceburg branch of the Canal had to be locatad in Chio

fpr 2 distance of 7 miles tp g8t arcund some high ground in Indlana,
it bacawe an interstata projact,

The Cincinuats branch of the Whitewatey
asursd frem the 8tate line in Harrison,
$900,000 or 4n avexage of $35,000 per mile.

- After completion of the Canal 1t was employed (1) to transport the
PRoducts of the region to markats on the Ohioc River. But all d1d not

moothly, Plooda and repair ¢

o,
8 wag

Canal was 25 miles 1n Ilength
It cost betwaen $800,000 and

the litigation vhich followed eventually ended the Whitewatgy Canal
Cchpmy for transportation,

The Canals of Indlena, 1nclug

Ehi development of this State, They failed ag 2 meana of transportation
ﬁa ausne tha railroads tould go g the buginaegs while
a

the canal aystem
ness to 1t. Canal traffiec wvas slow and
» and business 1y 2lways ig & hurry,

Prineipal projects in the State-financed

I
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