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James Brown Ray, the 4™ governor of Indiana
was born in Jefferson County, Kentucky, to William and
Phebe Ann Brown Ray. He was one of eleven children.
As a young man his father, William, escaped from a
prison in lreland and came to the United States where he
later served in the Continental Army.

Ray "had little formal education. He read law in
the office of John S. Gano in Cincinnati and served for a
time as deputy clerk of Hamilton County. In 1818 he
moved to Brookville, indiana, and was admitted to the
practice of law at the September term of the Franklin
County Circuit Court. ...In 1821 he was elected to the
lower house of the Indiana General Assembly which then
sat in the old Corydon Capitol. Jonathan Jennings was
serving his second term as governor and Ratliff Boon
was lieutenant governor. The next year Ray was elected
to the sixteen-member state Senate for three years. On
January 30, 1824, when Boon resigned as lieutenant
governor to go to Congress, Ray was elected president
pro tem of the Senate, and was re-elected the next year.
When Governor Hendricks resigned upon his election to
the U. S. Senate, Ray assumed the governorship. He
was elected to the office in August, 1825, and again in
1 828 " Messages and Papers James Brown Ray

“Ray’'s  strong pro-public  improvements
sentiment was responsible for his election to his first
term as governor over lIsaac Blackford an Indiana
supreme court judge.” mccomick He served as Indiana’s
governor from 1825 to 1831. During these terms he
advocated reforming Indiana’s educational and penal

systems and building roads. He did not agree with the
supporters of the Wabash & Erie Canal pointing out the
advantages of the railroad.

Ray ran into trouble when he was appointed a
federal commissioner to negotiate a treaty with the
Miami and Potawatomie I[ndians because Indiana’s
constitution prevented the Governor from holding any
other office of honor or profit under the government of
the United States. The treaty was successfully
negotiated by General Lewis Cass and General John
Tipton, but a resolution was presented in the House

saying Ray had forfeited his right to continue as
Governor.

He also fell into disfavor for not re-appointing
Judges Scott and Holman in 1830 while he re-appointed
Judge Blackford. It is thought that these two men had
earlier refused to support him when he was seeking the
office of Senator.

Ray’'s second term was calm the first year but in
the last two vyears his feuds with members of the
legislature became outstanding. He was overly sensitive
to criticism and became increasingly belligerent. He
resorted to lobbying personally and became a frequent
visitor to the legislative halls. The two chief battles
during this time centered around Ray’s attempt to
prepare a revised code for Indiana, which was not
successful, and Ray's appointment of new members to
indiana’s Supreme Court. His appointments were
eventually confirmed. One of his chief antagonists was
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Noah Noble who succeeded him as governor,

“Such a rapid rise to the highest political office in
a state is remarkable even on the frontier where young
men were often elevated to positions of responsibility.
The surviving historical sources of the period do not give
us a very satisfactory explanation for it. From the
material available Ray emerges as a vigorous young man,
confident almost to a point of cockiness, ambitious, well
meaning, endowed with a sense of the dramatic,
motivated by both patriotism and personal political
aspirations. He was a tall man, carried himself well. He
had a powerful voice and was able to catch and hold the
attention of an audience. But early in his career there
were those who judged him ‘inferior in weight of
character and qualifications to many gentlemen’ of the |;
Senate, and who described him as being without ‘that
characteristic modesty which is ever the concomitant of
real merit.” Time was to prove that these estimates had
some truth, for Ray's rapid political rise was offset only
by an equally rapid political decline. His career as a public
figure was indeed short-lived. After he left the
governor’s seat, still in his middle thirties, he was unable
to win another elective office.”

Messages and Papers: James Brown Ray

While he was campaigning for governor, he built
a home at 210 E. 10" Street in Brookville. He had a
Palladian (arched) window put in the second story on the
south side of the house and a fanlight over the front
door. This almost caused his defeat. A picture of the
window was published in an Indianapolis newspaper and
Ray’s opponents said Ray was a man of extravagant
habits. He loved 10 make a display. It is said that when
he signed hotel registers he wrote “J. Brown Ray,

Governor of Indiana and Commander-in-Chief of the
Army and Navy thereof.”

In January 18286, the Indiana legislature
incorporated the Whitewater Canal Company. Ray

this state; and that you find it will be accordance with their views,
and incline to believe it will also meet the wishes of the people of Hz
that section of the state, to bave the first examinations on ff
Whitewater &c.—You also desire that 1 should express mys
opinion &c.

T would do injustice to my own feelings, Sir, it I did not, before |
I proceeded to answer your letter, congratulate you upon your |
arrival within the state of Indiana, with your replete powers and | ;
enlightened views, to lay the foundation of an enterprise, whicl
will be hailed by an intelligent community with the most §
undivided applause. I most heartily wish you success in every step |i
you take, and hope for the uitimate consummation of the people’s ]
wishes, as to every movement which is made to improve this |¢

country.

artificial aid is essential to our greatness, whilst you roust admit
that nature has been prodigal of her bounties and wise
regulations.

I much regret that the pressure of your duties did not allow i
you time to visit our new metropolis. I should have been equally ‘
delighted in having an interview with you: And although my i
inexperience in the affairs of your station, might not have been of
much service to you, yet | would willingly have seized every
opportunity to give you any information within my power, that
would in the least have tended to facilitate your mission, and
make your services prosperous and beneficial.

As for my own part, I have no special predilections in favour
of either of the contemplated canals, which you are authorized to
survey in this state. I think that the projects of connecting the J
walers of the Wabash with the Mamee of the Lake, and of [}
making the waters of the Wabash mingle with those of the Ohio,
through the valley of Whitewater, by artificial channels, noble
designs; and deserving the patronage of the offices of the state i
and federal governments. But whilst I express this opinion as (o
the general utility of both projects, I cannot with candour |

withhold from you my belief that the Wabash canal is more
comnletelv within the nrecent meanc and racanrrac ~f the atata
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ALLEN COUNTY / FORT WAYNE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TRIP TO

DELPHI CANAL MUSEUM

By Tom Castaldi, Allen County Historian

Chief Little Turtle described it as that “Glorious Gate” where the words of the Miami fathers were passed
over the generations. Hidden in a milieu of rich cultural and natural landscape are jewels that are worth examining
and celebrating as part of the western slope of the Maumee-Wabash river systems’ continental divide.

One of the newly polished jewels of the Wabash Valley is the Wabash & Erie Canal Museum at Delphi
where the Allen County-Fort Wayne Historical Society will travel on May 1, 2004.

Canal enthusiasts have long explored the route between Fort Wayne and Delphi so there will be much to
see and hear about both from the past and from the dreams of the Wabash Valley Heritage Corridor. Traveling
down old U.S. 24 provides a scenic route to explore through a rich valley.

The trip will begin by gathering at Bob Evans’ restaurant at U.S. 24 and 1-69 from 7:30-8:30 A.M.
leaving promptly at 8:45 A M. Members of the Canal Society of Indiana interested are encouraged to organize
their own car pools and all will receive maps and designated gathering spots along the way.

Cost of a lunch and the museum entrance fee is included in a base fee of $15.00 per person. Reservations

have been encouraging, and if attendance continues to grow and larger vehicle accommodations found necessary,
the base fee will be adjusted accordingly.

For more information, call the History Center on Tuesday through Friday at 260-426-2882, extension 307
and ask for Bethe.
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